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LADEN 


+. PSALEMcaill.'s, 9: 
For my Brethren and Companions ſake; 1 wilt 

now ſay, Peace be within tber. 
. Becauſe of the Houſe of the Lord thy God, I 
will ſeek thy got. 


Y 


HIS Pſalm is generally aſcrib'd to 
David for its Author; and by the 
| Scope of it We may Conjecture 
— _ that it was deſign'd for the Uſe of 
the People, to be Sung by them, when they 
went up to Jeraſalem to the ſolemn Feaſts. J 
ſhall not here trouble you with a more ſtrict 
Enquiry at what Time, or upon what parti- 
cular Occaſion it was penn'd ; the Subjec; of it 
is very plain and inſtructi ve. 
The Royal Author reflecting upon the happy 
and flouriſhing State of Jeruſalem, breaks out 
anto the moſt affectionate Expreſſions of Joy; 
and declares his moſt hearty Concern for the 
Continuance and n it ; by pray 0g 
| 8 
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for it's Peace and Proſperity, and inciting: 


for the publick Adminiſtration. of Juttice,;. by 


Civil Advantages ; And upon both theſe Ac- 
counts holy David expreſſes ſo 'paſfionate a 
Concern and Affection for Jeruſalem. Tun my 
Brethren and Companions ſake, that is, for the 


fake of my Country, and for the general good 


— 


of otſiers, Wlio ſhare with me in thefe Bleſſings, 


I will ſay Peace be nuthin thee "becauſe 
Houſe uf the Lord our God, that is, for the 
of that holy Religi n, and tliat Church that is 
chete efabligind; J wil ſeek thy Mit. 
What Jerwſulem was at that Time to tlie 
Jews, the faine is any Place or Country where 
the like Priviledges'are ehjoy*d.. I Thall there- 
3 Occaſion from the Example before us, 
to me W- Ila DAB tn VN e 
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Feſt; How much it e Coneern 
and Duty to with and to 
bis Country, the happineſs of that Commun# 


Seconaly, 


K the good of 


ASSIZES at Nottingham; 5 
Secondly, What peculiar Engagements we of 
this Nation are under to do ſo. . Keen 
| Thirdly, L ſhall beg leave to point out ſuch 
Means as may be moſt Conducive to this good 
End, chiefly with reſpect to the preſent State 


of our Nation. 


And in treating of theſe Particulars I ſhalt 
have no other View, than to do the Duty L 
would recommend to others, that is, to en- 
deavour to do our Country what Service we 
can in our ſeveral Stations ; to which as we of 
our Profeſſion are oblig'd in common with the 
reſt of our fellow Subjects; ſo. have we peculi- 
ar Obligations upon us, becauſe of the Houſe of the 
Lord our God, and the Priviledges and Favours 
enjoy'd by the Church, of which we are Mini- 


ſters. 
f Firſt then, The Example of my Text in- 
8 ſtructs us how much it is every Mans Con- 


cern and Duty to wiſh and to ſeek the good of 
© his Country ; for this was not a peculiar Caſe 
<C either with reſpect to David or to Jeruſalem. 
>= Every other Nation or Country 1s entitled to 
„ |} the Affection of it's People; All Men are in- 
tereſted in the good of the Community to 
which they belong, and are therefore oblig'd 
to do what they can to promote it. David in- 
deed was a King, and upon that Account his 
Example may ſeem not to affect private Peo- 
ple, and it is true that it does not in the ſame 
Degree; there's no N. but his Obligations 
| hs 1 5 
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6 A SERMON preach'd at the 

to the Publick were the greater, as he was or- 
dain d by God to this End; to take care of the 
People committed to his Charge, and to pro- 
mote the Welfare of his Kingdoms; And ſo is 
every one that is inveſted with the like Autho- 
rity, They are the Miniſters of God for the good 
of their Subjects; They are, as it were, the 
Fathers of their People, and ſtand in the Place 
of God, the common Father of Mankind; 
and muſt be anſwerable to him, who is the 
Wet of Kings, if they neglect or abuſe their 
. b 
And this is in ſome Meaſure true of all 
other ſubordinate Magiſtrates and Perſons in 
Authority; their Duty riſes in proporti- 
on to the Charge that is committed to them. 
The higher Mens Stations are, and the great- 
er their Abilities to ſerve their Country; the 
more is due from them, and the guilt of their 
Neglect the more heinous. | 

When Men take upon them publick Offices 
without any regardto the publick Good ; when 
they do it onely to gratify their own Am- 
bition, or to ſerve their own Intereſt, or to 
carry on the Deſigns of Party and Faction, or 
for any other ſuch Mercenary Ends; it is a 
high Breach of their Truſt; It is a great Of- 
fence againſt God whoſe Authority they abuſe, 
and tis the baſeſt Treachery to their Country; 
and tho? they may be artful enough to evade 
the Juſtice of Men; yet there is an Account to 
he given at another Tribunal, wherg Venge- 
ance will be ſure to meet the Guilty; . 
. where 


ready to do fo our ſelves whenever the good of 


ASSIZES at Nottingham # 


where the Judge is neither to be corrupted 


nor deceiv d. vl 

But tho* this Duty does principally concern 
thoſe that are in Authority, 8 it is not pecu- 
har to them; Every Man ſhares in the Bleſ- 
ſings of the Publick, and therefore is indebted 
to it for what Help and Aſſiſtance they can 


give it; And there are many Opportunities 


that Men in private Stations may have for the 
Exerciſe of this Duty. They may eaſe their 
Governours of a great deal of Trouble, by 
their chearful and ready Obedience; They 


may become uſeful Members of their Country, 


by ſhewing themſelves Examples of Submiſſion 
and Reſpect to their Superiors, and by en- 
deavouring as far as they can to perſuade others 
to the ſame Temper; We ſee how mueh it is 
in the Power of every inferior Man to raiſe 
Jealouſies and Diſcontents againſt their Go- 
vernors; and if Others would take the ſame 
pains to correct this predominant Vice, which 


is fo Miſchievous to our Peace, and ſo great a 


Reproach to our Nation ; there are very few 
ſo inconſiderable, but it may be in their Power 
to do the Publick ſome Service this way. 

Thus again, It is incumbent upon all forts 
of People to give their Country their utmoſt 
Aſſiſtance in Times of Danger, by chearfully 
contributing to thoſe Payments which the Ne- 
ceſſity of Affairs require of us, for the Support 
of thoſe who are willing to venture their Lives 
in the Service of the Publick ; and by being 


Our 
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qup Congyry.call us to it. In a Word; all Men 
have it in their Power to promote the publick 
Good ſome way or other; and they that can 
do nothing elſe, can't want the Power of per- 
forming one Part of the Pſalmiſt's Devotion to 
his Country, that is, praying for it's Peace and 
Proſperity. ;. In ſuch Ways as theſe we may be 


all! Inſtruments of the publick Welfare; and 


this is every Man's Duty; Tis a Duty that 
Nature dictates, and Religion ſtrongly enfor- 
oy by, all thoſe Principles of Love and Grati- 
tude, of Charity and Beneficence which we learn 
from both : For tho? Charity teaches-us to ex- 
tend our Benevolence to the whole World, to 
all Mankind without Exception, yet it allows 
us to. indulge our Nature ſo far as to give the 
Preference to thoſe that are neareſt to us either 
in Religion or any other Relation; and moſt. 
certainly our native Country dogs upon many 
Accounts demand this of us. The common 
Benefits that it affords us beſpeak our Grati- 
tide; Our own Intereſt as well as that of our 
Friends and Acquaintance, which muſt ne- 
ceſſarily .be.involv'd in that of the Publick, are 
ſtrong Motives to engage our Affection. 
This was one Confideration that - Holy David 
mentions.; For my Brethren and Companions. 


ſake, I will wiſh thee Proſperity For indeed it 


can hardly happen that a Country can- ſuffer 
any great diſtreſs, but that it muſt affect eve- 


ry one ſome way or other, if not in our oπn̊n 


Perſons or Eſtates; yet in ſome of our Friends. 
Tho” we our ſelves {hould Eicape the common 
OEM 55 Calamity, 


ASS IZ ES at Nottingham; 5 
Calamity, yet our Parents or our Children, 
our Brethren or Acquaintance may fall under 
it; and a good - natur d Man muſt have a fel; 
low-feeling in whatever 'befalls his Friends, 
and can't but ſhare in their Misfortunes; {6 
that Self- Intereſt and common Humanity ſuf- 
ficiently inſtruct us in this Duty of ſecking the 
JJV 
And this the Heatheis themſelyes were ſo 
ſenſible of, that they could think of no fitter 
Name to expreſs doing a Miſchief” to their 
Country, than Paricide, #s if they lookt upon 
it of equal Guilt with murdeting their Parents, 
or deſtroying themtelves.” = | 
It was to the Glory of antient Rome, and 
what contributed mofl to it's Grandeur, that 
a Traytor to their Cotintry was, a Monfter 
that rarely appear'd among them; and when 
he did, never eſcapetl the fevereft Puniſh- 
ment; And indeed their Hiſtory affords ma ny 
noble Examples of this Virtue, of the moſt 
brave and generous Concern for the publick 
Good ; It abounds with Inſtances of Men fa- 
crificing their Eſtates, their Children and their 
Lives to their Countries Glory; and it is ob- 
ſervable by the way, that ſo long as this brave 
Spirit prevaiPd, they conquer'd wherever they 
came; but when among other Degeneracies, 
this Virtue decay'd, and they began to poſt- 
1 the publick Good to private and little 
Views; When Avarice and Ambition, Pride 
and Envy began to mix with their publick 
Councels ; When they fell into Parties and 
„„ Factions 
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tions, an 


Factions among themſelves, and their Conteg; 
tion was for Superiority more than for their 
Countries honour ; they then ſoon declin'd, 
and became as Contemptible as they had be- 
fore been Glorious. They were inſulted by the 


meaneſt of their Neigh urs, and at laſt be- 


eame a Prey to the Goths and Vandals, and 
others of the baſeſt and moſt barbarous Nati- 
ens upon Earth; a perpetnal warning to all 
Here ang Generations, that the greateſt Na- 

the moſt flouriſhing and powerful 
Kingdoms when thus divided againſt them- 
ſelves cannot ſtand. I pray God avert any 


: 


ſuch Judgment from us; To this End: 


I ſhall proceed in the ſecond Place to ſhew 
what peculiar Engagements we of this Nati- 


on are under to ſeek and to endeavour the 


good of our Country; which I ſhalt labour to 
inforce from theſe two Conſiderations - | 
-- xt, From the happy State of our Land, and 
2aly, from the Dangers that at preſent threaten 
our Happineſs. The one methinks {hould not 
fail to engage our Affections, and the other to 
animate our moſt hearty Zeal 

Iſt then, Let us take a View of the happy 
State of our Land; happy above moſt other 
Nations, and perhaps it would not be too ex- 
travagant a Fondneſs to ſay, when all Cir- 
cumſtances are conſider'd, beyond any People 


un the World: Our Lot is Jon to as iu a fair 
Ground, bleſt with Plezty of all good Things. We 


are happy in our Situation, our Climate, and 
etl * 5 : 833 
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_ASSIZE Sat Nottingham. 11 A 
. Our Air,; all Miniſtring to our . Eaſe, our 14 
Health and Safety; and to theſe natural Ad- jl 

vantages, God has added this further Bleſſing, 
that neither Plague nor Famine, which have 
been more or leis in all Countries about us, 
have viſited our Land; the former not for 
above fifty. Years, and the latter not for ſome 
Ages paſt; ſo that in theſe reſpects we may 
be juſtly call'd the fortunate Iſand; and fo we 
are efteem'd by moſt other Nations, how 
ſenſeleſs ſoever ſome among our ſelves are of 
theſe Bleſſings. PT ee. 4651 
But the Context will lead me to other In- 
ſtances of our . Happineſs, witli reſpe& to 
our Civil and Religious Enjoy ments. Both 
theſe the Royal Pſalmiſt mentions as the Cauſe 

of his affect ionate Concern for Jeruſalem; be- "pl 
cauſe there was the Throne of Judgment and the l 
Hauſe of. Gd; by the one imply ing their Ci- 
vil Adyantages in the righteous Adminiſtrati- 
on of Juſtice, and by the other, the flouriſhin 
Eltate of Religion; and in borh theſe Reipedts 
our Engagements to the love of our Country are 
at leaſt as great, with this Advantage, that 
neither the Throne of Judgment, nor the Houſe of 
God is confinꝰd to any one City, but the Be- 
nefits of both arediftus'd throughout our whole 
Land: And we ſee our Happineſs in this re- 
ſpect in the preſent; Aſſembly, Which ſhows 


us that we are not oblig' d, as the Jews were, 
to take tedious Journeys for Opportunities 
either ro Worſhip God, or to ſeek for Juſtice 
from his Vicegerenis. 2 11 

As to our Civil Advantages; It muſt be 


C __own'd 


12 A'SERMON preach at the 
own'd that Liberty and Property are tlie great- 
eft that belong to humane Society; and theſe 
We enjoy to as great Perfection as any People 
upon Earth. "The Temper of our 'Govern- 
ment, and the Wiſdom and ſuſtice of our 
Laws are as much our Security again{Fall Vio- 
lence and Oppreſſion, as any humane'Confſti- 
tution can bei; None but muſt be liable to 
ſome Inconveniencies or Abuſe, which the wi- 
feſt Laws can't wholly provide againſt, and 
which the domeſtick Enemies of our Conftitu- 
tion are always ready to expoſe; but the 
Happineſs of ours will belt Appear by compa- 
ring it witli that of dur Neighbours, where 
other Methods of Government are eſtabliſh: 
Where the Poverty and Slavery of the People 
in moſt of them do loudiy proclaim the Dit- 
ference. 55 8 N * ; Av 2 as . 3 8 4 8 
While our Prince is poſſeſt of all the Power 
that is neceſſary to tlie Happineſs and Gran- 
deur of the greateſt Monarch upon Earth; it 
is the moſt conſiderable Part of his Glory that 
he Governs à free People; free, not to act with- 
ought Controul, but under the reſtraint of 
good Laws; ſo far Free and at Liberty a8 rea- 
ſonable Creatures would wiſh to be; and fo 
far onely reſtrain'd as is neceſſary for the Peace 
and (ood of ey. eee. 

What we get by honeſt' Labour, or by ang 
other awful Means we can call our own: ; anc 

the meaneſt Subject has fedreſs by our Laws 
from the leaſt Invaſion of His Riglit, by what 
Hand ſoever it is attempted ; and if tliey don't 
Sd Mt eee e ene s 
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always find it, it is not the Fault of our Con- 
ſtitution, , but the Corruption of it; which the 
beſt Government while it is in the Hands of | 
Men, muſt be liable to. 3 ll 
But I forbear enlarging upon a Subject ſo i} 0 
much better underſtood by many in this Audi- [| 
tory, and {hall proceed to, what's more ſuitable 
to our Profeſſion ; to lay before you our Reli- 
gious Advantages, which I can with more 
Aſſurance affirm to be above any Nation in 
the World. When we look round about us, | 
and conſider how great a Part of the World | | 
is overſpread with Ignorance of the true God; | 
Strangers to the Covenant of the Goſpel ; and 
what a great Part of the Chriſtian World is 
corrupted with ,Idolatry and Superſtition ; 
How muſt we.value our Happineſs in enjoying 
the glorious Light of the Goſpel, and a Re- 
ligion freed from all the groſs Idolatries of the 
Heathen World, and from the inſupportable 
Yoke of Popiſh Superſtition. It is our Felicit 
to be Members of a Church reform'd with ſo i” 
much Wiſdom and IAoderation; purg'd from 11 
the Errors of Popery, and yet retaining all the 
Beauty of Holineſs, and the Ornaments of De- 
cency and Order: A Church built upon the onely 
true Foundation of Chriſt and his Apoſtles: A 
Church that has no Doctrines but what are 
fetcht from the pure Fountain of God's Word; 
No Sacraments but what were ordain'd by 
Chriſt himſelf. A Church whoſe Diſcipline is 
modelPd according to the Apoſtolical and Pri- 
mitive Pattern, and 12 which the Worſhi 8 
| 2 
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1 A SERMON prench'd at the 
God is freed from the Extremes of Superſtition 
on the one hand and Diſorder on the other; 
and it is our further Advantage that we hve 
=: in a Nation where the true Religion is not one- 
| y known and profeſt, but ef ablifÞ?4 by Anthori- 
7; and has the Countenance and Favour of 
the Civil Power, I would to God that every 
Member of our Charch would ſtudy to approve 
himſelf worthy of the Protection and Favour 
tliat we tto at preſent happily emoy | | 
Ihe Intereſts both of Church and State are ſo 
inter woyen, that they can't ſubſiſt aſunder, 
they muſt ſtand or fall together ; and rhe 
| Strength of both is equally ſubſervient to cach 
| others Security, 9 5 | 
While we are taught to pay all due Defer- 
| ence to the Government we live under, we 
enjoy all the Power that is neceſſary for the 
| Good and Welfare of our Church, © 1 
Some we know too well, think we have a 
| reat deal more than we ſhould have; but 
| ww much ſoever it may be the Object of the 
| Envy or Deriſion of our Enemies; bleſſed be 
God, we live under a Government that does 
protect and defend us in it; and I may add, 
that in the greateſt and moſt material Parts of 
it we derive our Charter from no lèſs Authori- 
ty than that of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, _ 
While therefore we are thus quiet and _y 
ir the Enjoyment of our holy Religion with all 
it's Rights and Priviledges; it becomes ns to ac- 
Rnowleds it with all thankfulneſs, and not arrogate 
t our felves Powers that do not belong to 15 
4 a 8 : | an | 


: 
b; 
1 : 
| 
i 
1 
1 3 


, — p ee Cee ee on one Ee — — — — — — — — "a = 
CAPs; Gay yy e N IN 
ASSIZ ES at Nottingham 13 1 

K e. HM 
and which our chr fla; as They mt, 


teftly do who maintain an utrer infependeyce 1 
the Churth uppn the Civil Power, This I cart | | 


but take Notice of, becauſe it has been fo Hl 
watmly urg d by too many raſh Men among | l 
Hur ſelves, "and" propagated by others wit 
Views apparently deſtructive both of our 


Church and State ; and is at this time the Oc- 

cafion of the moſt unnatural Schiſm that ever 

was in the Chriſtian Church; built upon a 

Foundation unknown by our Anceſtors; and | 
never thought on but by ſome Papiſts at the || 
Reformation: Namely, That the Civil Power þ 
has not Authority to defend it felt; and to | 
provide for it's Security by depriving ſuch Biſhops | 
or 1 from the Execution of their | 
Office who” refuſe Allegiance and Submiſſion to the j 
Government, A "Notion inconfiſtent with all 
Government ;, and plainly repugnant.” to the 
Doctrines of the Church of England. It was 
upon quite another Principle that the Refor- I 
mation was begun ; The Civil Power did = 
then exerciſe this Authority againſt the Popiſh i 
Biſhops and Clergy; and it was not found fault | 


with by any but as it was an Invaſion of the | 
Popos Supremacy, and an Infringement. up- ith 
on his mighty Juriſdiction. So indeed it was; | 
and this Might be a proper Argument for Pa- 


4 


22 to make uſe of, in order to ſupport that 1 | 


Dominion and Tyranny which the Pope had 
uſurp'd over all Chriſtian Princes; but it is 
very ſurprizing to hear Proteſtants contending 
for an Opinion which the Church of Rome has 1 
always been ſo forward to urge againſt us, and 17 

| which - _ Wl 


comparing their beloy'd Norion with the Do- 
Erine of our Church, as it is taught in her A7. 
ticles and her Canqus; in both Which it is Ein 
ly declar'd that the King is Supreme Mt al Cau- 
| IA I WELD Nr e 2 
1 4s well Eccleſiaſtical as Civil. Nor is this in- 
conſiſtent with any Power that Chriſt has left 
to his Church: The Civil Authority does not 
in any thing interfere with the Offices that are 
NA the Church; and this is very paty. 
ticularly explain'd in the 37% Article, which 
cautions that one ſhould underſtand the Power, of 
preaching the Word or adminiſtring the Sacramerts, 
to be given to Princes by the chief Government in all 
C: 55 being attributed to them; but this Expep- 
tion plainly ſuppoſes that thejr, Power reaches 
to belle Matters, and it would be Very ſtrange 
to imagine that it ſhould not extend to ſuch 
a Caſe, as is now under our Conſideration; up- 
on Which the Safety of the Prince and tlie Se- 
fa of the Pech goes 16 much hence 
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So that while we own our Church to be ſofur 
dependent upon the Civil Power as to be ſubject 


Kin that are not contrary to che Laws of 
-inconfiftent with tho p iar Powers 
—4 are committed to it by ; wealbw 
no more than what our are eh does, 
and no more than What ſome of the greate 
Advocates tor” the- * e e Power | have 


allowed. | 279 
— ſhall rat's in one \y bein hardly be 
that * is Art h- 


1e e of the contrar fr 

op Laud, who in his C on ce with Fiſher 
Jeſuite, ſays,” & That fi Command” of the 
Apoſtle, to 50 Soul to be 1 to the highes 
Power, by hich, fo ys he, 15 kaut the Ter emporal 
Power, oes with the C onſe Yom % Lee, Eee cm 
prehend all without Exrept 


ſhop, and in . FE Conſe: er 700 Jo the Tara 


of Faith, and aood* Manners” be de alen; and 
Zags, That the 5 of Judali Several Ch. 
ſtiun Emperors did not onely Pitermedale in the 
A, of Religion, but alſo bur Cenſure enact 


Laws about it. And in another F Place he has . 


theſe remar 7 5 Words, That the Opinion e 
K being Jure Divino, tales nothing fran the 
18 wir or Power over them, For tho? * 


er we may not Exertiſe that Power either of Or 
or Juriſcliction. but as God bas 8 abe as, that 
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Made d r Na ag whe Anh AFP 
in Points y are ond enough 5 
But it is not ne fond enough 5 


© however the Conſidera 


the Privile of the C ER 
80 Government, "would canvaly fad one 55 


i reſcue our, roac 
s. if We. Were TE dhe 

the State, and; claimin ſolute 

88. A very ill return for r the Benefits w we 


Ye) wt 
CN A Name of God let, Ws ; contend catnetth | 
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Agen then is yg pan Rt State of our 
Church, enjoying, all it's Rights and Pri ed. 
es under the rity of good Laws, Pre. un- 
er the Protection of a Prince, in whoſe Per- 
ſon and Royal Family we have as fair a Pro- 
Heft of the Continuance of theſe Bleſſings as 


we have had ever ſince — Reformation. 


But 
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"But amid all; It is not to be conceaPd how 
inſenſible ſome among us are of the Happi- 
neſs that we live under. Whence is it that 
that we ſee ſo much Uneaſineſs and Diſatis- 
faction ? What reſtleſs and implacable Spirit 
has poſſeſt us that we hear ſo much Murmur- 
ing and Complaint ? Our Enemies have done 
this; and ſo Succeſsful have they been, as to be 
able to perſuade Men even out of their Senſes; 
to apprehend Dangers without, Reaſon; and to 
. fancy Grievances which they don't feel ; and 
which have no Foundation but in their own 
Imaginations. Every Act of the Government 
is made up by the Arts of crafty Men, to draw 
the People into a diſlike ; even it's beſt Acts 
are vilify'd, and turn'd into Occaſion of Re- 
proach. A vigilant Concern for the Safety 
of the Kingdom againſt Rebellion, is calPd 
State Policy, and a deſign to Inſnare us; And 
the neceſſary Charge that attends ſuch a Pro- 
viſion is made a Subject of loud Complaint ; 
A due Execution of Juſtice upon the moſt fla- 
gitious Rebels is calPd Cruelty, tho' mixt with 
1uch unparallePd Mercy and Lenity as by ſome 
has been taxt with Remiſsneſs, and has perhaps 
given Encouragement to the like wicked At- 
tempts again. 1 
While our Church is protected and ſecur' d 
by the beſt Laws, while we have all the At- 
{urance that can be given us that it ſhall con- 
tinue ſo; yet how are unwary Men made to 
believe that it's Ruin is drawing near; and ſo 
caly are they. to believe any thing that is ſug- 
f D geſted 
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geſted to the Prejudice of tlie Government, 
that they can be perſuaded that Biſhops and 
the Clergy, ſome of the beſt and greateſt in tlie 
Nation for Learning and Piety, are in the 
Plot to deſtroy their own Order. One while 
they are call'd Selhflv and Mercenary, and in 
the ſame Breath' they ſhall be branded with 
Deſigns to betray the Church, and thereby let 


in others to ſhare with them in ther Intereſts 


and Preferments. Strange Inconſiſtency! But 


what is too abſurd for Party-Malice and Paſſi- 


on, to ſuggeſt or to receive? It is time for us, one 
would think, to be aſham'd of this Pretence ; 


which for thirty Years paſt, even ever ſince the 


time that we had reaſon to think our ſelves 


moſt ſecure, has, been made tlie Tool of art- 
ful Men to work their own Ambitious De- 


figns, and'whiclr they themſelves, how eaſy 
ſoever they find it to impoſe upon others, can't 


but know to be the Contrivance of Malice 
and'Revenpe. 36, | 


I ſhall beg leave upon tlris Occaſion to quote 
4 Paſſage from a Prelate of our Church of great 


Eminence and Experience, from a Sermon 


he preach'd about ſeven Years ago, in the 
time of the late gracious Queen, when the 
tame Cry of the Church's danger was as great 
as it is now; for even, her Zeal and Piety 
could not prevent this Jealouſy. I have been 
nom, fays he, theſe twenty two Tears in a Statiùn 
and Circumfl antes that has let me into the Councets 
and Deſigns of that ſort of Men on whom theſe 
Saſpicions are faſtend; and I do ſolemnly, as of 

; the 


the Preſence of God, declare, and appeal to him 
who. knows all Things, and knows that I Lye not, 
when I ſay, that I never heard or knew. of any De- 
ſigns againſt the Church,' but much to the contrary : 
And that all the kawvur ſbom'd to Diſſenters was 


onely from the Principles of Humanity, Charity and 


good Polis), without any deſign to Exalt them, or to 
depreſs, much leſs to deſtroy the Church; but on the 
contrary to diſpoſe them h the wiſeſt and beſt Mea 
thods that could be thought on, to unite with the 
Church, that ſo we may be one Body firmly compacted 
together. "This ] ſay once for all, He that will re- 
cetve it, ſays. he, let him receive it. Thus far 
this great and learned Man, and if he was now 
to ſpeak, I don't doubt but he might make the 
ſame Declaration. There has been nothing at 
all done ſince that time againſt the Church; We 
have the ſame and further Laws for it's Secu- 
rity ; and We have a Prince upon the Throne 
who has given all the Aſſurances that Words 
can Expreſs ;. who has done all that we could 
tleſire of him for the good of the Church, and 
not one Thing that can be ſuſpected of any 
other Deſign. 12 | | FT 

And now I have laid before you the Happi- 
neſs we enjoy in order to engage our Love and 
Affection to our Country, and endeavour'd to 
take off thoſe unreaſonable Fealouſies that tend 
ſo much to the Diminution of it. 

I hall in the next Place venture to turn your 
Thoughts from imaginary to rea! Danger, in 
Order to animate our heartieſt Zeal in our 
Countries ſervice. 
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It is but too well known how much theſe un- 

reaſonable Clamours and Complaints have 

li! weaken'd us; What Miſchief theſe unnatural 

| Strivings among us have done to the common In- 
tereſt of our Country. It is from hence that one 

Rebellion has been actually raisd among us; and 

ö tho? by the good Providence of God, it was 

| timely ſuppreſt, yet the ſame evil Spirit has mo- 

| 


ved the Waters again, and given us freſh Ap- 
prehenſions of Danger from a foreign Invaſion ; 
and all in tavour of the ſame Cauſe, to overturn 
our preſent happy Conſtitution; to change our 
Religion for Popery, and our Liberties for Slater,. 
[| *Fis Madneſs to hope for better from a Popiſb 
| | F Prince, and from an endleſs Succeſſion of Papiſts 


i upon the Throne; which is the neceſſary 
We * Conſequence of this wild Scheme: And in- 
* deed it isone of the worſt Circumſtances of our 
| Danger, that ſo many unwary Men ſhould 
ſooth themſelves up with other Notions, and 
flatter themſelves ſo far as to imagine it likely 
that ever our Religion or our Liberties ſhould 
| ſubſiſt under a Popiſh Government: Tis what 
they never did yet, either in this or in any 
other Nation in the World. * 
Our Enemies have already given us to un- 
derſtand what we are to expect from them; E 
do not mean the Papiſts, Their conſtant Beha- 
viour toward Proteſtants, wherever they have 
Power, puts it out of all doubt what Uſage we ® 
mulſt have from them ; but we have other Ene- 
mies ho ſhew themſelves too much of the 
ſame Spirit; I mean the Nonjurors, Who call 


55 themſelves 


_ o f ” bs 


r ß em — — — — —_— 


— 


ASSIZE Sat Nottingham. 
 hemſelves Proteſtants, and aſſume to them- 
ſelves the Name of the onely true Churchmen; ; 
who declare it to be their ſettled Principle that 
we have had no Church among us for theſe thir- 
ty Years paſt ; that all. thoſe who have fre- 
quented our Communion, are no better than 
Schiſmaticks and Heriticks, 11141451 
This is what they have openly aſſerted in 
Print; and it is what we have reaſon to be- 
lieve is the avow'd Opinion, not of one or two 
_ raſh Menonly, but of their whole Body. So that 
according to this Doctrine, all of us who have 
ſubmitted to the Government for theſe three laſt 
Reigns, not excepting that of our late Queen, 
have been all this while out of the Pate of the 
Church, and in a State of Damnation. Let the 
Church of Rome pronounce a ſeverer Sentence if 
they can! And let thoſe among us who are 
concera'd in this heavy Charge, as every one 
here preſent muſt be, every one that comes to 
our Churches and joins in our Prayers and in 
Communion with us ; let them, I fay, judge 
from hence what it is they are doing, while 
they aſſiſt in carrying on the Deſigns of theſe 
Men, that is, in ſerving the Intereſt of the 
Pretender. 
What a ſhocking Thought is it, and how 
full of Horror! that the whole Body of our 
Nation ſhould be thus Condemned by Whole- 
ſale; both King and People; Clergy and 
Laity; both our Fathers, our ſelves, and our 


Poſterity too if they perſiſt in the ſame way; 


and that by our fellow Proteſtants, and Brethren, 
| whoſe 
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_ whoſe Misfortune in not. being able to comply 


with the Government, we have always been 
forward to Pity, and many among us to Aſſiſt; 
whom, we have been always ready to treat 
with Compaſſion, as honeſt, tho? deceiv'd 
Men; and whom we could little ſuſpect of 
Entertaining fuch hard Notions of us, who 
profeſs tlie ſame Faith, and the ſame Religion 
with themſelves, and agree in every Point but 
onely in this; that we think it our Duty to 
ſubmit to the Government, Which God has 
plac'd us under, and to Communicate with 
ſuch Biſhops and Paſtors as in his Providence 
he n ſesbver us,. % . 
How muſt our Enemies triumph to ſee the 
Churcli of Exgland thus treated by it's pretend- 
ed Friends and Sons! but bleſſed be God; 
Theſe ſevere | Judges have not Power to Exe- 
cute their cruel Sentence; and I hope every 
ſincere Proreſiazt mutt deteſt ſuclhi uncharita- 
ble Principles, which tend to confine the Charch 
of Elend ta fuch narrow Bounds, even to a 
few, to a very few, who ſince the Revoluti- 
on have ſeparated themſelves from our Con- 
gregarions,. only. becauſe they could not Com- 


- municate with any that had ſubmitted to the 


Government; nor join in Pravers for our Nin 
a | . ? : 
and Queens that have ſo happily filbd the 
Throm ſince that time. t A 
From hence I fay; we may judge what we 
are to expect, if ever the Wiſnhes and En- 
deavours of thefe Men ſhould prevail; When 
our Proteſtunt Brethren threaten us 10 ines, 
C1007 What 
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what can we hope tor from others? And is it 
not time for us yet to ſee our Danger'? Shall 
we go on {till in working our own Ruin? 

But if People will not ſee the Miſchiefs 


threaten'd' from a Popiſh Prince; If -notwith- 


ſtanding all paſt and preſent Experience, they 


wilt {till flatter themſelves with other Hopes; 


if they can deſire to ſee our preſent Xing de- 
thron'd and the Pretender plac'd in his room; 
If they can be content to put their Religion and 


F * 


ſuggeſt one thing more to the Conſideration o 
tuch Men: Can they wifh to ſee our Nation 
the Scene of ſuch a Diſpute? Can they ima- 
gine that ſuch a Controverſy can be decided in 
their Favour without the extremeſt Miſery to 
our Land ? Is it poſſible for them to hope that 
a King ſurrounded with a Loyal and unanimous 


Parliamenty and with ſo great a Number of 


faithful Subjects, and ſupported with ſuch pow- 
erful Alliances abroad can be eaſily conquer'd ? 
No; as wretched a People as we are repreſent- 
ed to be by our Enemies, I doubt not but that 
they will find themſelves miſtaken in their Ac- 
count; and, I am verily perſuaded, if God 
ſhould ſuffer us to come under ſuch a Tryal, 
there are true Engliſhmen {till among us, and 
great Numbers too, far greater than they are 
made to believe; who will venture their Lives, 
evento the laſt drop of their Blood, in Defence 
of ſo good a Cauſe; rather than ſubmit to him 
who is the Pretender to the Crown, or to ny 
ITT VBA  YOLS 54 PR Of Other 


their Liberties to ſuch a Venture; yet let me 
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other Power whatever, that ſhall be ſo Vain as 
warten it. 4057 

The Advantages of our Country are too 
great, and too much valued by all conſiderate 
| Men to be eaſily given up; and I can't doubt 
| but, that hen onee ſuch a Danger appears in 
| Earneſt ; many among us, evenof thoſe who 
| are now.ſounhappily deluded muſt recovertheir 

| Senſes, -and exert themſelves in their Coun» 
| try's defence. And What can be the Conſe- 
quence of ſuch a Contention, but to ſee our 

b Land filbd with Foreign Armies, and our en- 

vy d Nation become a Scene of Blood and De- 

ſolation? It is what other Nations have been 
uſed to, but *tis what we, bleſſed be God, are 
not yet acquainted with, to have our Cities 
| and our Towns burnt to Aſhes; our Houſes 
plunder'd, and our Eſtates and Lives expos'd 
to the Ravage and Fury of rapacious and mer- 
eileſs Men | IC, OR 

Are there ſuch. Wretches among us as can 
give Encouragement to ſuch an Enterprize? 

Can the Papiſts themſelves with to lee their 
native Country involved in fo much Miſery 
and Confuſion ? 1 E 
Far be it from my Intention to amuſe you 
or my ſelf with any frightful Apprehenſions of 
Danger; bleſſed be God, our Enemies are not 
10 Formidable as to give us much Reaſon for it. 

God indeed is able to work our Ruin by the 
moſt unlikely Means, and we can't tell how 
far our Sins and our baſe Unthankfulneſs and 

Inſenſibility of the Mercies we enjoy, may oy 

| voke 
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volte him th be our Enemy ; but L truſt for his 
Name'sfaltt, and for che fake af that holy Res 


ligion thas is profet among us, he will yet ll 
{bow; Meroy tous; And his: Prbvidence. has — 1" 
hithetto7 been ſo remarkable im/our (Favour, N 


that it would be a hlamtable Diſtruft in us, to 
doulit his Goodneſs: However the Confideras 
tin of the Danger that e are tlmeatenꝰd withy 
thbuld:leryelar ledft tocawaken us. all, to give 
a 20 ring a EN ome wholare 
uring 10' bring {6 much Miſery upon us j 

and toi pᷣut us upon ſuch Weimann be 
moſt Londucive to tlie laſting? FProſperity of 
our Country, 011919702 n TINS 26H 
What tlieſo are ia the thing d propogd/ in 
the laſt Nlace to la before you.: ut I muſk 
not preſume ſo far upon your Patience! as to 
ularkz this Heat q gie me leave to pro- 
poſe twodgr three ¶Tliings only that our pre- 
fent: Gioouinftances OTOL to re- 
quire. Cn A- ot 0⁴ 2995 
And firſt, One neveflary. Rxpedieht of our 
Happineſd and whathwe very much feel the 
Want la, id A due Submiſſion in all Ranks and 
Orders df Men, to our Governourz, whether it 
be to rheokyny as Supreine; vr to thoſe that aræ pus 
in Autbchutʒi uuder hin: For trud Chriſtian Loy- 
alty : confiſte> in both, and we can't be good 
Subjects to the Kzze, while we take upon us 
to revile hit Miniſters; and thoſe that are em- 
ploy'd under him in the Adminiſtration of 
publick Affairs. Tis no Secret how much 
this Humour prevails among us, and what an 
f. E unkindly 


reſtleſs Endeavours of Malice ant Revenge, 


# 
7 
1 
1 
* 
f 


28 AJS ERM ON french d at he 


unkindly Infſuence it has upon the: publick 
Good, we have: but too ſenſible Hiperience:: 

Solomon obſerves that Oppreſſion will makd a'wiſe- 
Man mad; Humane Nature will be / apt to 
complain er Hardſhips, from whatHarids' 
ſoever they come; hindi his were bur Caſe at 
preſent, it might be proper for me to! ſhow 
bow far our Religion reſtràins us under ſuch 
Circumſtances. ::But. not ithſtanding alli the 


[ may leave it to the Conſcience of every par- 
Schar Man among us, Whether in his o²n 
Caſe, he can ſay, * has Cauſc of Com- 
plaint _ the Government. nue 
Whoſe Tiberty has been invalid? Or 
whoſe Property has buen iniurꝰd 2. Of who: 3 
there thiat las ufer dt y Reſpect bt as an 
Evil-Doer ? Let Men 4 be'i 
they will find as lacks Resten for — 
as under xhe Government: of ee 15 
ever ſat u on the Engliſb Throne. 80 
Particulan Grievances there may be} and 10 
there always were, and: ever will h 
Government is in the Hands ae Men. 
But the general Pretence of all the: Com- 
t weihear of is for the-publick-Gaod ; the 
ger of our happy Conſtitution is the com- 
mon Cry.”;:; the Apprehenſions of this, they: 
would make us believe, is what they have at 


Heart, and are fo much concert d about; 1 


wiſh theif other Behaviour was ſuch: as would 


oa give one any Reaſon to believe them in Earneſt 


. this Fietangs, the Methods I am ſure made 
145 421 5 a uſe 
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uſe of by theſe Men are very unlikely to pre- 
vent fueh-an Evil; L pray. God, they may not 


bring it upon us; It is, Lam perſuaded, the 
chief ange we have to fear: But to this 1 


have ſpoken already, and ſhall only add, that 
it is a moſt unchriſtian Behaviour toward. our 
Supeniors, to charge ſuch Deſigns upon them 
without 3 Grounds ;. a moſt injurious 
'Treatmentiofa 

on Sulpicion of intending ſo much Miſchief, 
without one Step-made towards it, and amidſt 
the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances, and the beſt Se- 
curity that can be givento the f 5 
Such Behaviour to ꝓrivate Men is Unjuſti- 
fiable and Unchriſtian, but to the Government 
and to our Superiors tis intolerable Rudeneſs 
and Inſolence; and whatever. ill Returns we 


the'Mimiſters of the Goſpel, may meet with for 


our Pains; we cannot do our Duty to God, to 
our King, or to our Country, unleſs we do our 
Endeavour” to Correct fo vile a Practice; a 
Practice ſo contrary to the Rules of Chriſtiani- 
ty, ſo inconſiſtent with that Submiſſion and 
Reſpect that is due to Government, and fo 


deſtructive. of- our Countries Peace and Wel- 


And ſince I am engag'd upon this Subject, 
I cant with Decency neglect preſſing you to a 
loyal and dutiful Behaviour to the King, and 
to à ſincere and hearty Affection to the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Crown in a Proteſtant Line; 
an Expedient ſo neceſſary to the good of our 
Country, that I am fully perſwaded, the Se- 


E 2 curity 
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Government to condemn. it up- 
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eurity of all our Happineſs does under God, en · 
tively depend upon it; ſo that it is nat more our 
Duty thanĩt isour Intetreſt. And itis ver yſtrange 


that a Riglu ſettled by ſo m̊⅛nhy Ae Parlia, 


mau, and by the cocurrent Voice ab the Whole 
Nation ; A Right founded upon ſo much Ra- 
fan;! as the only Security of our Religion and 
all bur Liberties ; A: Rigit that has far ſo many 
Years been aoquieſc din by all Orders and De- 
grees of Men amongſtius; and juſtifyd by the 
whole Body.: of our Judges and other learned 
Men of that Profeſrong ho are belt qualify*d 
to know Dur Conſtitution; And ð Right, 
xhich God himſelf, I peak with Revtrence to 
his ſecret CDuncels, has ſeem'd to'ipprove'by 
i many ſignal Inſtances of his Bleſſing. It 15 
ſtrange, Lay, that any ſhould be found 
among us to call in Queſtion ſuch à Riglit as 
that ot our preſent Government. 


# 


A 
But it is yet more ſtrange and lamentable 


that ſo many who have .acknowledg'd! this 
Right ; Who have tor ſo many Years fubmitted 
and ſmorn'to-it; not only in the time of our late 


Quten, but even jnthis-prefent Reign; and who 


ha ve ſolemnly aljur d the Pretender, That any 
ſuch Men ſhould ſtill talk of another Ri 

is ſuch a horrid Piece of Hypocriſy, ſo notor i- 
ous à Breach-of Honeur and Conibience, and 
the moſt ſaered Ties of: Qaths,' as is not to be 
mentiond without a hrand of Infamy; 
And yet ſuch Men wWe have ſeen; even Tri- 
umphing an their Guiſt, and farting, up ſor 2 
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neſt and brave Men; Good God! Whither 
will our Deluſions carry u? ho) act 


I we do believe in our Conſcience the pre- 
ſent, Settlement of the Crownito be Unlawful 
and Unjuſtifia ble, it is na doubt the Part Of an 
honeſt Man and of a good Chriſtian tb ſuffer 
any thing rather than to comply witli it; hut 
if we can Swear to it; if we can give the Go- 


vernment the Security of our Oaths, it is our 


Duty to act accordingly, to do all we can to 
Support and Maintain it and not to do ſo, 
what Evaſions ſocver Men may frame for their 
Excuſe, is no better than Perjury. : + ++ 


Some Men are forward enough in clamour- 
ing aga inſt others as mercenary Men, and 
Time- Servers; but. who they are that deſerve 


this vile Character; whether they that ſwear 
to the. Government, and think themſelves ob- 
lig d by their Oaths to Act and to Talk for it's 
Intereſt; or they who take the Oaths, and at 
the ſame time in all their Converſation and 
Actions ſhow that they do it againſt their 
Judgment and their Conſcience, and only to 
_ ſome temporal Intereſt ; let the World 
judge. IS 15 7 e de ae PID 1) 
bg 3 forbear preſſing this Matter to let 
Men ſee, how much it is the Intereſt of all; 
and how much it is the Duty of thoſe who have 
taken the Oaths to the Government to Act for 
it, and to endeavour by all Means that are 
Within their Power to Support and Maintain 

it: I am ſorry there ſhould be any 1 
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Bat 240, I inould put vou in Mind; liow 
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for ſuch an Admonition ; He thut hai. Ears to 
bear let him hear, e ih 140 v7 
needful to our Countries Happineſs, it is, for 
us all to Unite among our ſelves; and I would 
to God I could with any opes of Succeſs, preſs 
2 Unĩon in God's Service; that our Jera ſalem, 
which is built as aiC.ity that is at Unity within it 
elf ; that is, our Church which is eſtabliſh'd 
with ſo much Omer and Decench, might be the 
Center of Unity among Proteſtants, whither all 
the Tribes might go up to give Thanks to the Name 
of the Lord; thut me might all walk together into the 
Gad as Friends. This would be a 
8 Addition to our Happineſs and Security; 
if we are not to be ſo. happy; let us at 
leaſt Unite aga inſt our common Adverſary. 
At is high Time for us to forget our former 
Diſtiric tions and Quarrels, when the Enemy is 
at dur Gates. 4. 191974] 
{What an infatuated People muſt we be, to 
perſiſt in our Enmity againft one another, up- 
on ſuch little and trifling Occaſions, hen we 


ape /a common Danger in our View, when 
our Religion and our All is at Stake. 


How muſt the Nations round about us ſtand 
amazd at our Folly ? How mutt our Enemies 
rejoyce,:and our Friends lament and pity our 
Infatuation? How will our Poſterity blame 
us; when they. {hall hear and read of the Pri- 
wiledges which Engliſhmen once  enjoy*d ? 
but witlier am I carryed ? It is too 


uneaſy a Thought to inſiſt upon; and I hope 


ſtill 
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any People ; andi here it might be uſeful enough 
30 ſer/before our Eyes what, Examples we have 
of God's Vengeanceagainitaſinful People. This 
was remarkable in the Deſtruction of other 
great and once flouriſhing Monarchies of the 
World, as well as that of Rowe, Which I men- 
tion'd in the beginning of this Diſcourſe; 
whoſe Power. geclinꝰd with their Vertue, and | 
whoſe Downfal was the viſible Puniſhment of fi 
God tor their Sins ; and this was the Caſe of Fi: 
Jeruſalem whoſe Glory is here deſcrib'd in this 1 
Pſalm ; which after it had been the Care and 5 
peculiar Concept, of God, and the Glory of the 0 | 
whole Earth ; was at laſt, by God's juit Judg- 1 
ment, permitted to fall a Sacrifice to the Rage will 
of their Enem ies, and to become a Proverb of 1 
Reproach 0 
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3 Abbot O pr pray. A Peace of Je 
rale; Let ag A wilt unkbd Heart avid 
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